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SURVEY

• At then end of this presentation please fill out the survey on line.

• You can wait until later, but do not forget.

• Use this link

http://bit.ly/cutthecordsurvey



• OTT - Over-The-Top 

Two Terms
• OTA - Over-The-Air TV



Cut The Cord Topics for Today

•My reason for cutting the 

cord

•OTA Over the Air

AntennaWeb

Antennae

DVR for OTA

•Over the Top - Over the 

Internet

Cut The Cord Topics for Today

•TV Streaming

Hardware for streaming

Streaming services 

Streaming Channels

Local TV

Other ways to get TV

•Broadband providers

•Telephone through the Internet (VOIP)

•List of Resources



An early TV 

with a remote 

control!



Another 

early TV with 

4 remotes! 



TV 

programming

In 1950.



Between 2012 and 2017, traditional TV viewing by 18-24-year-

olds dropped by almost 10 hours a week, or by roughly 1 

hour and 25 minutes per day.

In percentage terms, traditional TV viewing by 18-24-year-olds 

was down by a huge 15.7% year-over-year and has now fallen 

by 43.6% since 2012.

In other words, in the space of 5 years, close to half of this 

age group’s traditional TV viewing time has migrated to other 

activities or streaming.



According to Nielson
On average, Americans 

have 189 cable TV channels 
and 

only watch 17



Why I 

began to 

look at 

cutting the 

cord.













TV Today



Cable

Satellite

OTA

Over the Air

Cable Modem 

and/or 

Router for

Internet

Cable Box

For TV

Dish & 

Channel Box

Indoor or 

Outdoor

Antenna

Television



Needed to Stream



Internet 

Service 

Provider

Television

Amazon TV – Apple TV – Roku – Chromecast

PlayStation (PS) – Xbox – Smart TV



Content Available

For Streaming



Amazon TV – Apple TV – Roku 

Chromecast - PlayStation (PS) 

XBox – Smart TV

Some of the

Subscription Services

that may be available

for devices



Each of the Streaming Services has plans that 

include some of your favorite channels





https://antennaweb.org/Address 































Local TV

On 

Streaming

Services



Selected Areas







Spectrum TV Choice starts by offering the customer the major 

broadcast networks ABC, FOX, NBC, CW, CBS and PBS as well as the 

rest of the digital broadcast spectrum and public channels like C-Span 

and others. You start with that as a base then add 10 cable channels of 

your choice.  All of this for a starting price of $24.00 (Price reflects fee 

for broadcast retransmission) plus the cost for local and state taxes. 

The real cost probably comes to about $30.00-$35.00.

For additional fees, customers can add other features like 

DVR and premium TV channels.

















Roku on a TV



Roku TV





Sports Services
• NBA League Pass
Price: $199.99/year, or $119.99/year for the single-team plan. 

Individual games can be ordered for $6.99 each

• NHL.TV
Price: $139.96/year or $24.99/month, or $111.96/year for the 

single-team option

• MLS Live
Price: $74.99

• FuboTV
Price: $9.99/month



https://www.digitaltrends.com/movies/how-to-watch-nfl-games-online/







Sample News

Channels on 

Roku



Other Choices



PLEX













This dynamic map shows the proportion of 

individuals who have access to broadband in each 

county in the US, based on the Federal 

Communications Commission’s Broadband 

Progress Report 2016. 

The lighter the color the lower the broadband 

access in that county. 

23.4 million Americans in rural communities lack 

broadband internet access. 

In the United States 99.73% of the population has 

access to Broadband Internet and the average 

home download speed is 6.70215 Mbps. 2.97% of 

the population does not have access to wired 

broadband Internet Access.



Microsoft has partnered with Network Business Systems with a plan 

to eliminate the rural broadband gap in the US over a 5 year span. 

The Initiative includes bringing internet access to 2 million residents, 

along with providing technology training and investing in new tech 

programs that will benefit rural areas.

On Thursday, September 13, 2018, the two companies announced 

their partnership in an effort to bring internet service to around 

126,700 residents in rural communities throughout Iowa, Illinois, and 

South Dakota.

Microsoft’s Airband Initiative





Share of Viewing Hours

Connected TVs 56 % share 

Mobile’s 25 % share.



Cable-Cutting Issues

• The new live services have buffering issues

• It’s impossible to get every channel you had before

• Streaming live sports can be particularly tricky

• Internet problems can mess with streaming

• You might have to fight your cable company

• The shows and movies you thought were on 

streaming might not be there anymore or might be 

leaving soon























Cordcutting.com

https://cordcutting.com/ 

My Favorite resource for cord cutting 

news, tips, how-tos, and reviews. 

/r/CordCutters

https://www.reddit.com/r/cordcutters/

Reddit’s /r/CordCutters is a discussion 

board full of helpful and passionate 

cord cutters. 

/r/Over the air cord cutting resources

https://www.reddit.com/r/ota/

Reddit’s /r/OTA is your source for antenna-

related questions. 

AFTVnews

http://www.aftvnews.com/

An Amazon Fire TV specific news source.

Cordkillers

http://www.cordkillers.com/

The Cordkillers podcast with Tom Merritt 

and Brian Brushwood as well as guests.

RESOURCES
Cordcutters

https://www.cordcutters.com/

Cordcutter News, Guides & Forums



This information is very fluid. As I put this 

presentation together, topics, services, & hardware 

changed almost daily. This presentation is meant to 

help you understand the big picture of “cutting the 

cord.” The specifics may no longer be accurate, but 

I have given you a place to start your research as 

to the best solution for your television choices. 



SURVEY

• Please remember to fill out the survey on line.

• You can wait until later, but do not forget.

• Use this link

http://bit.ly/cutthecordsurvey
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